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€wentp-Ninth Congress.

Speech of Mr. Benton,
OF MISSOURI,
In Senate, May 23, 1846—On the Oregon question.
{ Continued. )
Mr. Presipext: In the progress of my speech I

find another little bit of rubbish in my path, just'

thrown into it from the other side of the sea—I{rom
London—which | must clear away before | proceed
further. It isin the furm of an article in the Lon-
don Times newspaper. A friend has just sent me
sume numbers of that paper, in which a furious war
is waged upon the Utrecht line of furty-nine, motived
the conversational debate which took place in this
c r some two months ago, and ia wkich the
semator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,) and myself were
speakers, and in which the exisience, or non-exist-
ence, of that line was the point of contestation. The
Times takes part with the Senator from Michigan,
and carries into his subject the usual quantity of his
fiery zeal. It so happens, Mr. President, that 1 pos-
sess a very delicate scent, and smell things, especial-
ly of the rat species, at an immense distauce. Se,
when 1 read these articles in the London Times, |
emelt them—smelt the beaver that was in them ! and,
the scent coming upon me very strong, I was struck
with an idea. ft is the same which struck the wor-
thy Dr. Primrose the sccond time that he met the ac-
complished Epbraim Jenkinson, and heard from him
Sa second rehersal of his Greek learning on the cus-
“Whogony, or creation of the world. *Iardon me sir,
said the doctor, for interrupting so much learning, but
1 think I'have heard all this before."” ~ The apparition
of the fair, with all the catastrophe of the colt and
Blackberry, immediately rese upon the mental vision
of the learned commentator on Sanconiathon, Mane-
tho, Lucellus Ocanus, and Berosus. Seceing he was
caught, he confessed ; for Jenkinson had some re-
deeming points about “ilm, and never lied when there
was no use in it. He confessed the whole ; and the
doctor’s ““idea™ received the seal of its confirmation
from his candor. In like manner, I must beg the par-
don of the editor of the Times, with the suzgestion
that [ have seen all this Utrecht learning before ;
that it is an old acquaintance of mine ; all familiar
to me from the time that Presideut Jefferson's Gover-
nor of Louisiana drove the Eritish traders across the
line of Utrecht—across 49—and kept them there,
regardless of all their cries and Jamentations, I re-
cognized this old acquaintance in these new articles

in the Times—nothing changed in spirit, ounly inf

form.

The Earl of Selkirk, and his associate sufferers, in
forensic language, confessed and avoided, that is to
say, they admitted the line of Utrecht, but: plead its
abrogation by war, and its supersedeas by the consent
and connivance of the Spaniards; but the new arti-

* cles, improved by the intrepidity, if not by the profun-
dity, of Greenhow's bouk, (accredited as it is on this
floor by the Senator from Michigan,) boldly taking
the short cut W the object, and now deny, out and
out, what was confessed and avoided before. In oth-
er respects, the Times articles now are the memorials
of the British fur-traders at the epoch of the acqui-
sition of Louisiana, and the expulsion of hese trad-
ers from it by virtue of the Utrecht line of 49. And
now I want to ask the Semator from Michigan, (Mr.
Cass,) if, at secing himsell thus applauded by the
London Times, he does not feel tempted, like the
Athenian of old at secing himself applauded by a rab-
ble that he despised, to turn roun{ to Lis friends, and
ask what he had done amiss to bring thie applause
upon him? (Mr. Cass nodded assent.) I can tell
him what he has done amiss : he has taken the Brit-
ish fur-traders’ side of the line of Utrecht. And as
for the editor of the Times, iff he wishes light on the
subject, [ can refer him to authentic sources of infor-
mation just at Lis hand, namely : the king's map,
with the Utrecht line wpon it, (all written in the old
king's own band,) which so marvellously disappeared
from the foreign office at the time of the Ashburton
treaty ; and also to the thin quarto, with red edges,
printed at the corner of St. Martin’s Lane, Charing
Cross, Lendon, anno Domini MDCCLII, prepared
by Thomas Jefireys, esq., Geographer 1o the Prince
of Wales, and intended for the instruction of the heir
apparent to the dominions whose boundaries he was
defining to him. Upon Jenking's principle, the Times
editor should confess, afler seeing this map of Georgo
the Third, and this geograply, in which that king
studied the boundaries of his duminions.

This bit of rubbish being removed from my path, I
now go on with my subject. '

The value of the couutry—I mean the Columbia
river and its valley—(l must t the limitation
every time, lest [ be carried np o 54 40)—has been
questioned on this floor and elsewhere. It has been
supposed to be of little value—hardly worth the pos-
session, much less the acqusition ; and treated rather
us & burden to be got rid of| than as a benefit to be pre-
served. This is a great error, and one that only pre-
vails on this side of the water : the British know bet-
ter; and if they held the tithe of our title, they
would fight the world for what we depreciate.
It is not a worthless country, but one of immense
value, and that under many aspects, and will be oc-
cupied by others, to our injury and annoyance, if not
by ourselves for our own benefit and protection. Forty
years ago it was written by Humboldt, that the banks
of the Columbia presented the only situation on the
northwest coast of America fit for the residence of a
civilized people. Experience has confirmed the truth
of this wise remark. All the rest of the coast, from
the Straits of Fuca out to New Archangel, (and no-
thing but a fur trading post there,) remains a vacant
waste, abandoned since the quarrel of Nootka sound,
and become the derelict of nations. The Columbia
only invites a possessor ; and fur that possession, sa-
gacious British diplomacy has been long weaving its
web. It is not & worthless possession; but valuable
under many and large aspects; to the consideration
of some of which I now proceed.

It is valuable, both as a country to be inhabited,

and as a position to be held and defended. | epeak of view it as the future seat of population &
it, first, as & position, commanding the North Pacific| Where man is to appear in all the moral, wntellectual,

ocean, and overlooking the eastern coast of Asia. The
North Pacific is a rich sea, and is already the seat of
a great commerce ; British, French, American, Rus-
sian, and ships of other pations, frequent it. Our
whaling ships cover it : our ships of war go there to

ect our interest; and, great as that interest now
1S, it is only the begioning. Futurity will develop
an immense, and various, commerce on that gea, of
which the far greater part will be American. That
commerce, neither in merchant ships which carry
iton, nor in the military marine which protects it,
can find a port, to eall its own, within twenty thou-

sand miles of the field of its operations. The double |

len of the two Americas has to be run—a stormy
and tempestuous cape to be doubled—1to find itself in
a port of its own country ; while here lics one in the
very edge of its field, ours by right, ready for use,
and ample for every purpose of refuge aud repair,
protecticn and domination. Can we turn our back
upon it and in turning the back, deliver it up to the
British ! Insane and suwicidal would be the fatal
mct !

To say nothing of the daily want of such a port in

time of peace, its want in time of war becomes ruin- |

ous. Commodore Porter has often told me thet, with
protection from batteries in the mouth of the Colum-
bia, he never would have put him-elf in a condition
to be attacked mnder the weak or collusive guns of a
neutral port.  told me that, with such a port
fur the 1S prizes, he would not havesunk
in the ocean, or hid in islands where it was often
found, the three millipns of British property captured
in his three years' daring and daunilese eruise. Often
has ke told me, that with such a port at his hand, he
would never have been driven to spill upon the waters
that oil, for want of which, as a member of the Brit-
ish Parliament said, London band burnt darkly—had
been in the dark—for & whole year. What happeued
to Commudore Porter and his prizes—what happened
to all our merchant 5hip.,_driwm from the Noru: Paci-
fie during the war—all this to bappen again and tpon
a far larger scale, is but half the evil of twraing our
backs now upon this commanding position : for, to do
eo ig to deliver it into the hands of o power that
ra the salve of positions—the four quar -
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if nothing but a rock, or desert point, the possession
of the Columbia is invaluable to us; and it becomes
our duty to meiniain it at all hazards,

Agriculturally the value of the country is great;
and, 1o understand it in all its extent, this large coun-
try should be contemplated under its different divisions
—ilie threefuld natural geographical divisions under
which it presents itsell: the maritime, the middle,
and the mountain distriets.

The writime region—the fertile part of it—is the
long valley between the Cascade and the coast ranges
of mountains, extending from the head of the Wal-
lah-math, near the latitude of 42 degiees, to the
strails of Fuce, near latitude 49. In this valley lies
the tich tid=-water region of the Columbia, with the
Wah-lahi-math river un the south, and the Coweliske,
and the Olympie distriet on the north. It is a valley
of near tive hundred miles long, north and south, and
above one hundred miles widé ; rich in soil, grass,
and timber—sotficient of itself to constitute a respect-
able State, aud now the seat of the British commercial
and military post of VancOuver, and of their great
farming establishment of Nisqually. "

The middle district, from the Cascade range to near
desert, and which, in the imag vations of many, has
given charseter to the whole country. In some re-
spects it is a descrt—Dbarren of wood—eprinkled with
sandy plains—melancholy under the sombre aspect
of the gloomy artemisin—and desolate from vuleanie
rocks, through the chasms of which plunge the head-
long streams. But this desert bas its redeeming
points—much water—grass—many oascs—mountains
capped with snow, to refresh the air, the land, and
the eye—blovming valleys—a clear sky, pure air, and
a supreme salubrity. It is the home of the horse !
found there wild in all the perfection of his first na-
ture—Dbeautiful -and fleet—fery and docile—patient,
enduring, and affectionate. General Clark has told
me that of the one hundred and seventy horses which
he and Lewis obtained in this district, he had never
scen the match in any equal number ; and he had seen
the finest which the sporting course, or the warlike
parade, had exhibited in Virginia. It is the home of
that horse—the horse of Persia—which gallops his
eighty miles a day—swimming the rivers as he comes
to them—finds bis own food at night, the hoof scrap-
ing away the snow when it hides the grass—gallops
his eighly miles again the next day; and so on
through a long and heéalthy life ; carrying his master

and pursuing the foe, with the intelligence of reason
and the hidelity of friendship. General Clark has m-
firmed me that it was pecessary to keep a scout

alicad, to drive away the elk and buffalo, at the sight
of abich all the bhorses immediately furmed for the
chase, the loose onis dashing off to surround and cir-
cumvent the game. The old hunters have also told
me their marvellous etories about these horses, and
that in war and hunting they had more sense thaw
people, and as much coursge, and loved it as well

The country that produces suc¢h horses must also pro-
ditce men, and cattle, and all the inferior animals,
and must have many beneficent attributes to redeem it
from the stigma of desolation.

The mountain division has its own peculiar fea-
tures, and many of them as useful as picturesque. At
the base of the mountain a long, broad, and higl beach
is secn—three hundred miles hng, fifty miles wide—
the deposite of abraded mountains of swow and ver-
dure through thousands of years. Lewis and Clark

the base of the Rocky mountams, is the region called |

in the chase, or the fight, circumventing the game, |

number, extent, and safety of anchoring places, suffi-
cient for any number and any class of vessels, imme-
diately within the harbor—in defensibility, being, from
the narrowness of the mouth and the high points
which overlook it, susceptible of absolute defence.
And in this respeet, the mouth of the Columbia stands
out preseminently distinguished over all the rivers of
the Atlantic, and most of those of the world. No
seven mouths, like the Nile, or three like the Missis-
sippi—no bread outlets through low sands and marshes
—n0 wide expanse of water at its mouth, but a bay
within, large enough to hold ten thousand vessels, a
narrow gate 1o enter the =ca, and promontories on
cach side to receive batteries to defend it. In short,

in a state of nature, without pilots, light-houses, buvys,

beacons, steam tuw-boats, an excellent port: with

these advantages, superior to New York for every

'vessel, from the merchant service to the ship-of-the-
line. Such is the harbor at the mouth of the Colum-

| bia, which bas been undervalued for several reasons;
\among others to find an argument for going to 54 deg.
40 min. to §éarch fur harbors in the depths of voleanic
chasme, often too deep for anchorage, too abrupt fur
{approach, and always seated in sterile Jands 1o which
([-engmphy has attached the name of Desolation.
.ike the other disadvantages attributed to the Colum-

bia, that of the harbor at the mouth of the river van-
ishes at the toueh*of examination! not only vanishes,
but turns gut to be one of its great and positive supe-
riorities. | would read the statements of Midshipman
Blair, and the pilot, Mr. Maginn, but find them too
long for a place in a speech: they will appear in an
appendix. All the capacities of this harbor are well
kuown to the British. Often .bave their government
vessels surveyed it—threé times that | know of| and
never with a disparaging -report.” But why argue?
Wiile I speak, the work 1s going on. Vessels have
been entering the port since 1792—a period of fifty-
six years—without piluts, lights, buoys, beacons, steamn
tow-boats: without any of the aids which the skill
and power of civilization gives ton port. They are
ertering it now; and, counting from its first discovery,
| there is not a day in the year, nor an hour in the duy
or night, in which they have not entered it, and en-
tered it safely. A few have been wrecked, and al
very few; the great mass have entered safely, and
this in a state of pature. What will it be then, when
aided lLike the established ports of the civilized world?
The earrying trade between eastern Asia and west-

miraculous salubrity—a natural frontier of mountain 'tic and Pacific waters. To the right and left the
ramparts—a triple barrier of mountains—to give her | mountains rose high; but the Pass itself is a depres-
a military impregnability, gion in the mountain, sinking to the level of the

|

tended 1t; and this will be another of the advantages
resulung from the occupation of the Columbia.
And now, Mr. President, this is the exact reason

ern America will be another of the advantages belong-
ing to the Columbia. It is the only position between
| the Isthmus of Darien and Beliring 3 siraits on which
|u naval power can exist, Mexico Las no timber, few
ports, and none of the elements of ship building.
The Lower California is the same. Northern Cali-
fornia, with the bay of San Francisco, and the
magnificent timber of the Sierra Nevada, is now :
shown, by the discoveries of Captain Frémont, 1o be |
geographically appurtenant to the Columbia, snd ill!
tune must obey its destiny. The Columbia river is |
the seat of a great naval pre-eminence; magnificent
{ timber—ihe whole tide-water region of the river, 180
miles in length, fit for a continuous ship-yard—sup-
plied with every thing from above—secure against the
possibility of hostile approach from below. North of
the Straits of Fuca it is a continved volecanic desola- |
1liull, where ships will hardly go, much less be built. |
During three hundred years, it bas remained, and still
remains, the derelict of pations. Russian fur traders
alune have seated themselves upon some of its hyper-
borean islands. There is no seat for a naval power

Having cleared awsy the errore which undervalued
the country, and pointed out the advaniages peculiar
to it, [ now come to another advantage, common to all
North America, and long since the cherished vision
of my young imagination. A Russian empress said
of the Crimea : ** Here lies the road to Byzantium.”
I say to wy fellow-citizens : Through the valley of
the Columbia lies the North American road to Tudia
Twenty-cight years ago I wrote something on this

country at their base. From this Pass to the Great | why the Bn_hsh want the Columbia. They want it
Falls of the Missouri, and nearly east from it, is [as the indispensable link in their own projected
gixty miles=in all, one hundred and fifty miles from | North American route to India. This is shown in
the furks of Clark’s river to the Great Falls of the | McKenzie's history of his voyages of discovery in
Missouri, which, added to sixty miles from Clark's | 1759 and 1793. On both occasions he was seeking a
river to the Upper Falls of the Columbia, gives two | river line of communication between Hudson's bay and
hundred and ten miles of Jand carrizge between the |the Pacific. o the first voyage he followed wp Un-
large navigable waters of the Columbia and Missouri. | jigah, or Peace river, bearing northwest through the

This is the sum of my best information ou the subject, |Great Slave lake and the Great Bear lake, and after

lread, and published it. A quarter of a century of the result of thirty years' inquiries, and believed to | two thousand miles of navigation, found himself at
experience and observation has given, me nothing to | be correct; but an accurate topographical survey of | the Frozen ocean, north or rather east of Hchring'l

detract from what 1 then wrote—nothing 1o add, ex- the country belween the two rivers, and a profile, as | straits.

hat was too far north to answer any pur-

cept as derived from the progress of the arts, and | wellas a superficies mop, with barometrical geolog- | pose. In the year 1793, he sel vut again to find
ical, botauical, astronomical, snd meteorclogical | more southern river to the Pacific. On both voyages
tables and observations, would selve every question, and | he set out from the same point—Fort Chipewyan, on

jewel in the dindem of comimerce. A!l mations, in | be a large contribution to the ecience of the age, and |the Athabaca lake. Instead of descending the Un-

cepecially omnipotent steam.

The trade of the East has always-been the riclest

all ages, bave sought it ; and those which obtained i1,

{10 the future transaction of business.

If enow during ' Jigah, he now ascended it—went up to its head in the

or even a share of it, attained the highest degree of |some menths; should be found to impeds the steam car | Rocky mountains—passed through a low gap—found a
opulence, refisement and power. The routes through | in this elevated region, (guessed to be seven thousand | Stream flowing west, and followed it from its source
which it flowed fertilized deserts, and built up cities | feet above the level uf the sea,) thal same snow be- |in 20 deg. of north latitude, and followed down to 52
and kingdoms amidst the desolation ef rocks and | comes the busis for the next best land conuveyance af- deg. Finding it to bear south, and becoming a large

sands. Phenicia, Egypt, Persis, were among the
thoroughfares of this commerce ; Constantinople and
Alexandria among its modern channels ; “and Venice
and (Genoa in the south, and Bruges and Antwerp ip
the north, the means of its distribution over Europe.
All grew rich and powerful upon it ; and, with wealti
and power, came civilization and refinement. The
Cape of Good Hope became the recent route, with
wealth to its discoverers, the Portugese, and o all
their rivals and followers—the Dutch, English, French
and others.

The commerce of " Asia, always dazzling to the
Oricutal nations, becume the intense object of desire
to the western Europeans, fiom the time that the
crusaders visited Constantivople and Vasca di Gama
doubled the Cape of Good llope. The dazzling at-
traction of this commerce was the cause of the dis-
covery of the New World. Columbus, roing west to
Asia, was arrested by the intervention of the two
Americas. From his day to the present, skill and
power have exerted themselves to get round, or
through this formidable obstacle. All the attempts to
discover a north-west passage were so many attempts
to discover a western roed to India.  All the discoveries
of the French among the interior lakes and great
rivers of North America were with the same view.
La Salle, the great French discoverer, parting from
his friends eight miles from Montreal, for his Jast
word, exclaimed, La Chine! (Chiva,) as the word
which displayed the object and end of Lis adventur-
ous enterprise; and by that name the spot is kngwn
this day. He had all the qualities of a great disco-
verer but one: he knew not how to coneiliate the
feelings of his people, and fell a sacrifice to their
resentment on the Arkansas, The Jesuit fathers,
courageous and pious missionaries, to whom the world
was indebted for all its early knowledge of the interi-
or of North America, (I am speaking only of this
interior,) seeing the waters of a thousand lakes held
in eqmlibn’un a vast plateav in the centre of the
continent, from which three great rivers went off
north, south and enst, 1o the Atlantic ; and hearing

the Indians spesk of a river of the west, in their |

langusge Oregan—a spelling which Homboldt fullows
—naturally supposcd that, from the same plateau =
fourth great river went off west, and actually sketched
an Oregan from Lake Winepee to the 'ascific, still to

ter the steam car—the sleigh. So that this hittle inter-
vention of dry ground between Canton and New York
will prove to be no ebstacle cither In suzmer or win-
ter,

Arrived at the Great Falls of the Missouri, the East
 India merchant may look back and say, my voyage is
finished! He may look forward and say, a thousand
markets lie before me, of all which | may take choice.
A dvwnward navigation of two thousand five hundred
miles carries him to St. Louis, the centre of the val-
ler of the Mississippi, and the focus to which con-
verge ull the sleamboats—now thousands, hereafter
to be myriads—from o1l the extended circumference
of that vast valley. Long before he reaches St. Louis
he is running the double line of American towns and
villages seated oneither bank of the river. The Mis-
souri river is =aid to be the best steamboat river upon
the face of the earth—the longest—retaining its wa-
ler best at all scasons, and periodically flooded at a
known day—free from rocks, and, for nearly twothou-
sand miles, free from sunken trees; for it is on ap-
proaching the heavy forest lands of the lower Mis-
souri that this obstruction occurs. All above is clear
of this danger, The river js’large from the Falls
down ; the mountain streasis, almost innumerable,
l pouring down such ample contmbutions: * At the Man-
| dan villages, and after the junction with the Yellow

Stone, itselfl equal in lengths to the Ohio, it presents
the same majestic appearance to the eye that it does to-
wards its mouth. Coal lines its banks in many places;
fertile land abounds. A military post will doubtless
sovn be established at the Great Falls, as also on this
side, at the Yellow Stone, and beyond, in the valley
of Clark’s river, and on the Columbis, at the Upper
| Falls : every post will be the nucleus of a settlement,
and the future site of a great city. “The East India
llmt rchant, upon the new North American road, will
find himself at home, and among his countrymen, and
| under the flag and the arms of his country, from the
| moment he reaches the mouth of the Columbia—say
| within fificen days afier leaving Canton! All the
| rest, to the remotest market which he can choose, either
in the vast interior of the the Union,or on its extended
| circumference, will be amoeng friends. What a con-
[ trast to the tune and the perils, the exposure and ex-
| pense of protection, which the present six months’
voyajre involves!
Arrived at the Great Falls of the Missouri, the

river, McKenzie believed it to be the Columbia, al-
ready discovered by Gray; and thereupon left it, and
crossed over direct to the Pacific ocean, which hé reach-
ed some distance north of Vancouver's island. This
voyage, like the other, had failed in its object: it
found no navigable British river leading to the Pacific.
And then a pew idea struck the dissappointed explor-
er, which Le gave to the country, and impressed upon
the Eritish government, eight years afierwards, in his
History of the Fur Trade. That work, published in
London in the year 1801, after lamenting that a north-
west passage could not be found, and declaring that
the Columbia was the only line of interior communi-
cation with the 'acific ocean, boldly proposed to take
it! on no other ground than that it was indispensable
to the commercial communication between Hudson's
bay and the Pacific, and no obstacle in the way but
American adventurers, who would instantly dissappear
from befure u well-regulated trade ! that is to say, be-
fore the power of the British fur-trading companies,
backed by the power of the British government. Here
18 the extract from MeKenzie's History, which very
coolly recommends all this policy, us if the taking an
American river, and making the Americans disappear
from it, was as justifiable an operation as that of
catching a beaver, and killing him for his skin. Here
is the proposition of McKenzie, earnestly pressed up-
ou his government :

“The Russians, who first discovered that, along the coasts

{of Asia no useful or regular navigation existed, opened an

thus describe this great bench of land, which they | on the western coast of North America, except on the
twice crossed in their expedition to and frum the Pa- | Columbia. The Asiaties have no taste for the sea;
cific ocean : they never seek the great ocean. The people on the |
“The countiy along the Rocky mountains, for several | Colun:bia, then, will be the carriers, almost exclusive-
hundied miles in length and about fifty wide, is a high levet | ly, between eustern Asia, and its myriad of islands,
plain : in all its parts extremely fettile, and in many places | on one side, and all Mexico, California, and North-
covered with a giowth of tall, Jong-leafed pine. This plain | yast America, on the other; and rich will be the

is chiefly interrupted near the stieams of water, where the . 5= g8 _ :
hills'sin steep and lufty ; but the voil Js good,: being uneo- | profits of such carrying. 1 sel it down as another of
the great advantages of the Columbia.

cumbered by much stone, and possesscs mure timber than et
the leve! country. Under shelter of these halle, the bottom The grasses of the country, indigenous as they are,

lands skirl the margio of the rivers, and though panow and 1 and in the wild state, are named by Captain Frémont
confined, are still fertile aud nulrly mund-h@. INe:rly the | as among its natural a,!\-nm“gﬂ,. sources of national .
whole of the widespread tract is covered with a profusion | g i1 dividual wealth, and the means of changing the |

of giass and plants, which ate at this time (May) as high as | s . - , .
Ih.'knte. Among these are a variety of esculant plants and | mode of m'“mry operations, by dl!pﬁﬂsmg“\\llh t'!'e
Orses jor |

roots, acquired without much dificulty, snd yielding not on- heavy commissariat of European armies.
Iy a nutricious, but a very sgreeable food. The air is pure | the men to ride on, and eattle for them to feed on,
and dry, the climale quite as miid, il ot milder, than the | would both find their support in these grasses, and |
same parallels of latitude in the Atlantic States, and must permit the most rapid and extended movements of

| be equally healthy, for all the disorders which we have wit- | § ) : N
pessed may fairly be imputed more to the nature of the diell mounted gun-men, cavalry, and horse artillery. He
says.:

than to any intemperanee of climate. This general obser-
vation is of course 10 be qualified, since in the same tiact of |  « Referring to my journal for particular deseriptions, and
couniry the degrees ql the comtfmalmn of heat and cold ‘fur scetional boundarics between good and bad distriets, | can
obey the lnftuence of situation, Thus the rains of the low | only say, in general and comparative terms, that, in that
grounds, near our camp, are snows in the high plains; and i bianch of agriculture which implies the cultivation of grains
w hile the sun shines with intense heat in the confived bol- | ynd staple crops, it would be infeiior to the Atlantic States,
tams, the plains enjoy a much colder air, and the vegetalion | {hough many parts are superior for wheat; while, in the
is retarded at least Gfteen days, while at the foot of the | rearing of flocks and heids, it would claim a high place. Its
mountains the snows are still many feet in depth; o that | grazing capabilities are gieat; and even 1w the indigenous
within tweoly miles of our camp we observe the rigors of | grass now there, an element of national and individual
winter cold, the coul sir of spring, and the oppressive heat | wealth may be found. In fact, the valuable grasses begin
of midsummer. Even on the plains, however, where Ihe | within one hundred and fifty miles of the Misouri fioutier,
snow has fallen, it seems to do but little injury to the grass | and extend to the Pacific Ocean. East of the Rieky moun-
and other plants, which, though appareatly tender and sus- | yains, it is the short curly grass, on which the Buffalo delights
ceplible, are still blooming, at the beight of nearly eighteen | 1g feed, (whence its name of buffalo,) and which is still good
inches through the snow. [h shoit, this district affords mavy | when diy and apparently dead. West of those moumains,‘
advantages lo setilers, and if properly cultivated, would yield | jy is a larger growth, in clusters, and hence called bunch |
every object pecessary for the subsistence and support of | grags and which bas a second or fall growth. Plains and
civilized man.” mounizios both exhibit them ; and I have seen good pastur-
Other and emaller benches of the same character | *F® “:g 'I:':':“ml °Ei_'°“ Ilmu:andlf_tct. In this sponll‘t;e‘;
are frequently scen, inviting the farmer to make his pisel c-htsmete Do g, o Miggoiak g I sohngolh el o

s ge A . - : subsistence for their animals; and, in military eperationsg
healthy nabitation and fertile field upon it. any number of cavalry may be moved, and any number of
Eunterin

the gorges of the mountzinsg, and a suc- | eattle may be diiven ; and thus men and horses be supported
cession of everything is found which is seen in the|on long e'x'prd’uw_?s and even in winter in the sheltered
alpine regions of Switzerland, glaciers only excepted. | $ituaiions. (P.277.)
Maguificent mountain scenery—lakes—grassy valleys
—snow-capped mountains—clear streams and foun-
tains—coves and parks—hot and warm springs— | explorations, he has viewad the country under every
mineral waters of many varieties—salt in the solid | aspect of natural or plysical geography, and thus|
|and fluid state—salt lakes and even hot salt springs| presents it under its mulitary aspect in a state of
| —wood, coal, and iron. Such are the Rocky moun- | nature :
| taine in l}'c long and broad section frum‘the head of | «-rpe Columbia is the only river which traver:es the whole |
{ the Rio Grande del Norte, of llw-.&unn_v South, to the ' preadth of the country, breaking through all the ranges, and |
| head of the Athabasca, of the Frozen ocean. This | entering the sea. Diawing its waters from a section of ten |
! ample, rich, and elevated mountain region is deemed, | degreee of latitude in the Ro:ky Mounising, which are col- |
by those unacquainted with the Farthest West, to be, | lected into onve stieam by three maio forks, (Lewis's, Clagk’s,
| - . i , and the noith fusk,) near the centie of the Oregon valley,
and to be forever, the desolate and frozen dominion of

. This great river thence proceeds by a single channel to the |
the wild beast and the savage. On the contrary, 1| sea, while its three foiks lead each to a pass in the moun- |

and power, | tains, which opens the way intu the interior of the continent
This facl in relation to the rivers of this iegion, gives an |
immense value to the Columbia. Its mouth 15 the only inlet

o : : : | and outlet to and from the sea; its three forks lead to the |
tain race, and where liberty, independence, and love passes in the mountains; it is, therefore, the only live of |

| of virtue, are to make their last stand on earth. | eccmmunication between the Pacific and the interior of North |
Thus‘ ngrifuh“r.""‘ and as ph)duci"g the means America, and all operations of war or comineice, of national

of human subsistence—as sustaining a population, o social intercourse, must be conducted upon it. This gives |
! and b the sloinatis of wosllh St Rows | it a value beyond estimation and would involve irreparadle’|
and suppiying the elements ol wealth and power, as | In this unity and concentiation of its waters, |

: | injury if lost.
|derived from the surface and the bowels of the earth .'u.'L ?-‘,,,fﬁc side of our continent differs entirely frow the |

—1 look upon the region drained by the waters of the  Atlantic side, where the waters of the Alleghany mountains |
| Colurabia as cne of the valuable divisions of the |are dispersed into many rivers, having their diffcrent entran- |
| Nurth American continent. iru itto the sea, and opeping many lines of communication

5 with the interior. '
No reason to undervalue it on the score of com-| « The Pacific cosst is equally different feom that of the |
merce.

But this brauch of her edvantages is attacked | Atlantic. The coast of theAtlantic is Jow and open, iudent- |
‘thmugh another chanuel—in the supposed unfitness

! ed with numerous bo'-,'mn_nds, and siver estudiies, accessi- :
| of the mouth of the Columbia fur the purposes of a ble every whete, and opesing by many chatmels into (he
[ port, commercial or naval. An expedition of our own

| heart olduc countsy. 'I‘I;c Pacific cufulto_n the coutrary is |
- : : . e high and compact, with few bays, and bul one that opens

[(Laptnlu Wilkes) has fuslcr('d‘ this opinion; but for- into the beallp;l' the countiy. ‘}Ihe inesedinte const Is what

[Iunu!ely furnishes the correction to its own error.

The narrative of the expedition condemns the port:

Militarily, its advantages are vast, and are graph-
ically sketched by Captain Frémont. In his extended

'and physical endowments which enuuble the moun-

the seamen call iron-bound. A little within, it is skirted by |

| two successive manges of mountaips, standing as ramparts

| through the South Psss, near latitude 42, will be the | turity with silks and teas which were in Canton on

| line of their return, crossing the Rocky mountains in

| pavigation ; then ascend Clark's river to its furks, | Clarke returned from the Columbia: government sent

| point where Clark’s river can be navigated. It may ' A man of head—Mr. John Jacob Astor—sent a colony

be seen on some old maps. They were right in the
fact of the river, though mistaken in its source ; and { East India merchant, opon this new road, will see a
this is the first knowlcdge which history has of Ore- | thousand wmarkets before him, each inviting his ap-
gon. { proach, and of easy, direct and ready access. A

Mr. Jefferson, that man of rare endowments snd |downward navigation of rapid descent takes him to
common sense—uf genius and judgment, philusophy | St. Louis and New Orleans, and to all the places be-
and practice—whsse fertile mind was always teeming 1 tween. A coutinuous voyage, without shifiing the
with enterprises beneficial to his species: this rare | position of an ounce of his cargo, will carry him from
man, following up the grand idea of Columbus, and | the Great Falls to Pittsburg ; a single transhipment,
taking up the unfinished enterprise of La Salle, und |and three days will take him_to the Atlantic coast;
angegus to crowd into his administratior a galaxy of | omnipotent steam flying him from Canton to Philadel-
B*ntu. early projected the discovery of an |phia in the marvellous space of forty-odd days! |
inlan te to the Paocific ocean. The Missouri Iuniy mention one line, and one city, as a sample of
river was to be one long link in this chain of commu- |2l the rest. What is said of Pittsburg and Philadel-
nication : the Columbia, or any other that might serve | phia may be equally said of all the western river
the purpose, on the other side of the mountains, was | towns towards the heads of pavigation, and of all the
10 be another. Lewis and Clark were sent out to| Atlantie, Gulf, or Lake cities, with which they com-
discover a commercial route to the Pacific ocean ; and | municate. Some sixty days, the usual run of = bill
so judiciously was their enterprise conducted, that | of exchange, will reach the mosl remote: so that a
their return route must become, and forever rcmain, | merchant may give a sixty days' bill in his own coun-
the route of commerce: the route further south, |try, after this route is in operation, and pay it at ma-
travelling road ; but commerce will take the water | the day of its date.

This is the North American road o India, all ready
now for use, except the short link from the mouth of
the Columbia to the Great Falls of Missouri !—all the
rest now ready—made ready by nature, aided by private
means and individual enterprise, without the aid, or
even countenance of government ! And will govern-
ment now refuse its aid; nay, more, obstruct the en-
terprise of individuals, and frustrate the designs of
wature, by leaving the Columbia where it improvi-
dently placed it, in the year 1818—in the hands of a for-
| cign power, and that power, Great Britain? Forbid it,
every principal of right and justice—every considera-
tion of policy and interest. Now is the time to decide
this great question, and to redeent the error of 1513,
My voice denounced the error then, and was unheed-
ed. It was solitary,and received no response. A
nation now demands it; and it is not for a nation’s

latitude 47, through the north pass.

With the exception of a small part of the route, the
Hudson Bay Company now fullow, and have followed
for thirty yrurs, the route of Lewis and Clark. These
eminent gifvoverers left the Columbia river near the
mouth of Lewis's fork, went up the Kouvskooske,
thence over a high mountain to Iﬁe forks of Clark's
river ; and thence through the porth pass to the great
falls of the Missouri. The Hudson Fsy Company
have discovered a better ‘route to Clark's river, ful-
lowing the Columbia higher up, and leaving it at the
Upper Falls, in latitude about 483, and where they
have established their depot fur the mountain trade,
called Fort Colville. From these falls it is sixly
miles overland to Clark's river, whence the river is
navigable to its forks, three Lundred miles up, and
witlin one bundred and fifty miles of the great falls | representatives to dieregard a nation’s call. But even
of the Missouri. - Along this route the Hudson Bay | if it should be so, it may defer, but cannot defeat, the
Company have carried on their trade for near thiny ' great event. There is an order in the march of hu-
years, even quite through to the east side of the| man events which the improvidence of guvernments
Rocky Mountains; paying no duties, using our river | may derange, but cannot destroy. Iundividuals will
and lerritories, poisoning the minds of the Indians | accomplish what governments neglect, and eventswill
against us, and exhausting the country of its furs.fgn forward without law to guide them. So it has
Their goods arrive at Fort Vancouver in ships from | beén already with this Columbia. In 1792, a private

|

London —ascend the Columbia to Fort Colville in|individual of Boston discovered this river: he reveal-
batteaux—make a portage of sixty miles to Clark's|ed its existence to the world: government took no
river, the Jower part of that river being unfit for|notice of his eplendid revelation. In 1806 Lewisand
three hundred miles, and thence to the head waters of | no troops there to occupy and retain the domnain which
the Missouri. The only part of this-route with|they had nationalized. The seal of a future empire
which I have but little acquaintance is the sixty miles | lay a derelict on the coast of its rich and tranquil sea.
of portage from the upper falls of the Columbia to the | An individus] adminstered upon the vacant domain.

be mountainous ; but that it is practicable, is proved |there. Durin two years his batteaux, carry-up goods,
by the fact that the Hudson Bay Company have used |and bringing suwn' furs, traversed every water of the
it for thirty years; that it is the béet route, is proved | Columbin ; his ships visited Canton, New Archangel,
by the further fuct that long acquaintance with the |the coasts of California, the Sandwich and the Poly-
country has not induced them to change it. With  nesian islands. Astorin was in communication with
this slight deviation, the Hudson Buy Cempany follow | the commercial world. The name of the young Tyre
the return route of Lewis and Clark ; and this will | —future queen of the New World—was known to pa-
be the route of commerce to the end of time, tions. Then came the acts of government to baulk,

The Columbia river is decried for its navigation— | delay, defer the great commencement. 1 do notmean
not by the British, who know its value, and struggle | the war—that was a brief and necessary event—baut
to maintain its possession, but by those who see the | I speak of the acts of government ufter the war. The
whole country beyond the Rocky Mountains wmugh;cummieﬁiuners did their doty at Ghent: all posts,
the medium.of depreciation. It is, even in a state uf'| places, territories, taken from the United States du-
nature, a practicable river for navigation. The tide|ring the war; were, by the first article of that treaty,

flows up it one hundred and eighty miles - and to that | to be restored. The posts or places of Astoria, the
distance there is ship navigation. - Balteaux ascend  Oka-nag-an, the Spo-kan, the Wah-lah-math, and the
it to Fort Culville, at the upper falls, making more,{ whole territory of the Columbia river and its valiey, ‘
or fewer, portages, according to the state of the wa-| came under the terms of the treaty, and were bound

the chart that accompanies it proves it to be goed. |

This clart was constructed upon the seventy days'
labor of three young gentlemen, midshipmen in the

expedition, whose numerous soundings show the dili- |

| between the sea and the interior country, aud to get through |
which these is but one gate, and that parrow and easily de- |
fended. This struciure of the coast, backed by these two
ranges of mountaigs, with its concentration and unily of
waleis, gives 10 the couniry an immense militaiy strength
and will prebably rendes Oregon the most impregnable cutin-

ter ; and beyond that point they still ascend to the | 1o be restored. The fate of the restoration of 2ll west- | p0n Vande

** Boat Encampment,” opposite the head of the Atha-

l'ern posts attended the posts on the Columbia.

s Capt.
After | Floyd county, Capt. \'Vp L. Sanderson; Lanesville

aterior communication by rivers, ke, and through that long
and wide-cxtended continent, to the strait that separstes
Asia fiom America, over which they passed to the American
coutivent. Our situation is at length, in some degree, simi=
lar to theits: the non-existenoe of = practicable passage by
sea, and the existence of one through the continent, are
clearly proved, and it requires only the countenance and
support of the Biitish goveinment to inerease, in a very
ample pruportion, this national advaniage, and secure the
trade of that country to its subjects.” “By the rivers that
discharge themselves inlo Hudson’s Bay, at Poit Nelson, it
s proposed to carry on the trade to their source at the head
of the Saskatchiwine river, which rises in the Rocky moun-
taing, not eight degrees of longitude fiom the Pacifiic oceas.
The Columbia flows fr.m the same mountains, and dischar-
ges itself fiom the Pacific in north latitude 46 20, PBoth of
them are eapable of receiving ships at their mouths, and are
navigable thioughout for boats.”™ But whatever course may

be taken from the Atlan ic, the Columbia is the line of com-
munication from the Pacific ocean pointed out by nature, as
it is the only pavigable river in the whole extent of Van-
couver’s minute suivey of that coast; its banks, also, form
the first level country in all the southern extent of continen-
tal coast from Ceok’s eutry; and, comsequently, the most

northern situation suitable to the residence of a civilized peo-
ple. By opening this intercourse between the Atlantie and
Pacific oceans,aud forming regular establishments through
the intenior, and at both extremes, as well as along the coast
and islands, the entire command of the fur-trade of North
America might be obtained, from latitude 48 to the pole, ex-
cept that portion of it which the Russians have in the Pa-
cific. To this may be added, the fishing in both seas, and

the market of the four quarters of the giobe. Soch would be
the field for commercial enterprise, and incaleulable would
be the produce of it when supporied by the operations of
that credit and capital which Great Britain so pre-eminently
possesses. Then would this country begin to be renvmera-
ted for the expense it has sustained in discovering and sur-
veying the coast of the Pacific ocean, which is at present
left o American sdventurers, who, without regularity or
capital or the desire of conciliating future coufidence, look
altogether to the interests of the moment. Such ad venturers
(and many of them, as 1 have been informed, have been very
successful) would instantly disappear from before a well-
regulated trade.” “Many political reasons which il is not
necessaly here o enumerate, must present themselves 1o the
minds of every man acqumnted with the enlarged system
and capacities of Biitish commeree, in support of the
measure which 1 have briefly suggested, as promisinﬁ_th-
most important advantages to the trade of the United King-
doms.*

“For & boundary line between the United States and Great
Biritain west of the Mississippi, McKenzie proposes the lati-
tude of 45 degrdes, because that latitude is pecessary to give
the Columbia yiver to Great Britain. His words are: ‘let the
line begin where it may ou the Mississippi, it must be con-
tinued west 1ill it terminates in (be Pacific ocean, fo the soulh
of the Columbia,’ "

(To be Continued. )

Head Quarters Indiana Militia.
Execorive Derantuest oF Inpiaxa,
New Albany, Ind., June 24, 1546,
GENERAL ORDER NO. VIL

Waeszas, The thirty companies of Volunteers called
for from Indiana are now assembled at this place, fully
provided with commussioned officers, (according to ex-
isting laws:) and

Waereas, The commandants of the different compa-
nies, having been requested by the undersigned to organ-
ize the same into three Regiments, and not having been
able to effect the same, have in a joint meeting requested
the Executive to make such organization :

Now, therefore, in pursuance of such request, and of
the authority in me vested, 1, James Waitcons, Gov-
ernor of the State of Indiana, do hereby declare that the
said three Regiments shall be organized as follows—that
I8 1o say :

One Regiment shall be composed of the Mad Anthony
Guards, Allen county, Capt. J. W. McLane; Wayne
Guards, Allen county, Cept. D. W. Lewis; Wabash
Rangers, Miami county, Capt. J. W. Wilson ; Cass Co.
Volunieers, Cass county, Capt. 8. 8. Tipton; Wabash
Invincibles, Carroll county, Elpl. R. H. Milroy ; Foun-
tain Voluuteers, Fountain county, Capt. R. M. Evans;
Montgomery Volunteers, Montgomery connl{, Capt. H.
8. Lane; Putnam Blues, Putnam county, Capt. J. H.
Roberts ; Hendricks County Volunteers, Hendricks eco.,
Capt. C. C. Nave; Marion Voluateers, Marion county,
Capt. J. P. Drake.

One Regiment to be composed of the Johnson County
Volunteers, Johnson county, Capt. 1) e ; Brown
County Blues, Brown county, Capt. J
Riflemen, Shelby county, Capt. Wo
Gunrds, Monroe county, Capt. J. Slu e 7S
unteers, Dearborn county, Capt. J. H, e; Swilzer-
land Riflemen, Switzerland county, Capt. 8. Carter;
Washington Guards, Jefferson county, Capt.'T. L Sul-
livan; Clark"county, Capt. T. W. Gibson. GJ

And one regiment to be composed of the Sgllivan Vol-
unteers, Sullivan county, Capt. J. W. Briggs; Clay Co.
Volunteers, Clay county, Capt. J. Osborn ; n County
Volunteers, Green county, Capt. L. H. Roseeau; Law-
rence Greys, Lawrence coun‘lz, Cept. H D“‘l:'; Hoosier
Boys, Orange county, Capt. W. A_ Bowless "Washingion
Riflemen, \i’ashiugmu county, Capt. A. Dennis;
Guards, Posey county, Capt.
rgh W. Walker, Spencer Grel,:,

Posey

, Kimball ; Indiana Rifle-

basca; where a passin the mountains leads to the ' the peace of 1783, the northwestern posts were re- | gion, Harrison county, Capt. C. Grisham.

waters of the Frozen ocean. Periodically the river

tained ; British- traders, backed by their government, |

gence and the accuraey of their work—their names ; y
are, Kuox, Reynolds, and Blair. [ read what was ' b the world."—(pp. 274-5.)

Lwritten in the narrative: it differed from all that I| Commercially, the advantages of Oregon will be
hnd read before. I examined the chart: it appeared  great—far greater than any equal portion of the At-
to me to present a fine harbor. But, being no nauti- | lantic States. Tlie eastern Asiatics, who will be their
cal man, [ put no faith in my own opinions, and had | chief customers, are more numerous than our custom-

is flovded by the melting of the snows in the moun—{ retained them: the Indian wars of 1791, 1793, and |
taing; and then many of the fulls and rapids are| 1794, were the fruit cf that retention ; and the war of
buried in deep water, anl no trace of them seen. /1812 found one of its roots i the same enuse. This
This is even the case with the Great Falls, where a I was the fate of western posts sfter the war of the rev-

- | uf the

recourse to others, Mr. James Blair, one of the three
midshipmen who had surveyed the port, was in this
city, son of my friend, Francis P. Blair. 1 talked
with him. His auswers were satisfactory. [ ad-
dressed Lim written queries. He answered them;
snd Lis answers, supported by facts and reasops,
placed the barbor above that of New York. But a
New York pilot was in the city—Mr. John-Maginn—
for eightecn years a pilot there, and that upun an ap-
prenticeship of ten years, and now the president of
the New York Association of Pilots, and their agent
to attend to the pilot bill before Congress; he was
here, and made my acquaimtance. 1 asked. him to

compare the charts cf the two horbors, New Vork snd
the mouth uf the Columbigeand give lis_

pinion in
wriling, detailed and oned, of theii"-'%tin
merits, e did 50: and these answers place the port
of the Columbia fur above that of Ne £‘d§k’m every
particular, without ‘exception, which constitutes a
harbor. To depth of water and in width of
channel—in directness of channels, one being exdct]

straight, the otherswith an eibow only—in: the furt
and character of the bar, which is narrow, with a hard
uu:! huu?ﬂ‘enﬂ } the res— |
rend:ness of access 1o the ses, being in
shelters outs

. ‘ ) e of
where enemy's or fleets in time of war can hide,

the harbor,

and lie in wait for returning or outgoing vessels—in

»

>

-

iers in western Europe—more profitable to trade with,
‘aud less dangerous to quarrel with. Their articles of
commerce are richer than those of Europe; they want
| what the Oregon will bave to spare—bread and pro-
| visions—and bhave no systems of poliey “to prevent
llhcm from purchasing these necessaries of Life from
thuse who can supply them. The sea which washes
their shiores is in every way a better sea than the At-
lantic—richer-m its whale and other fisheries—in the
Tur regions which inclose it A& T north—more fors
[ tunate 1o the tranquillity of s chgracter, in its ree-
dom from etorins, gulf-streams, and: icebergs—in  its
perfect adaptation to steam navigation—in its: inter-
mediate or half-way islands, and its myriad of rich
islands on its further side—in its freedom from mari-
time powers on its coasts, except the American, which
is W_grow vp at the mouth of the Columbia. Asa
pevple to trade with—as a sea fo navigate—ihe Mon-
gulian race of dastern Asia, and the North Pacific
ocdbm, are far preferable to the Europeans and the

tic.

. Butenough of this. The country is vindicated—
ﬁmi’ is dwspelled. Instead of worthlessness, the
of the Oregon is proved to bave all the capa-
h of an immense power. Agricultural capabili-
ties todustain a g tion, and to furnish the
ich ¢ w“'w:pd vil'ﬁ:lmtzwdn—:.m“m
rich commerce and na its

able sea to naviga le and profitable to

alinost

trade with them—a of supreme a

pitch of twenty-eight feet, at low water, disappears
wholly under the flood. Sixty feet is the rise, and

that annoval and punctusl.- No ice obstructs its sur

face ; no sunken trees encumber-its bosom. Art will
improve the navigution;and steam-vessels will un-
doubtedly run tothe Upper Falls—the pitch sixteen
feet—a distance from tide-water of some six hyndred
Miles; and the point where the land carriage of sixty
miles begins. Clark's river Lag & breadth of one
hundred and filty yards up to its forksybeing near
theswilth of the Cumberland at Nasheille. The
melting of the snows gives it a periodical flood.
The valley throwgh which this river flows is rich and
bandsowe, in pleces fifteen miles wide, well wooded
and grassy, ornamented with the besutiful Flat Head
Lake—a lake of thirty-five mifes in length, seated in
a large ferulecove, and embosomed in snow-enpped
mountaios.. Hot and warm- springs, advantageously
compared by Lewis-and Clirk to those in Virginia,

also enrich it; and when tie East India trade has

taken its course through this valley, here may grow
up, not & Palmyra of the desert, but & Pulmyra,
Queen of the Monutaine. From the fork's of Clark’s
river, nearly due east, it is about ninety miles lo the
North Pase, ulong a well-beaten buffulo road, and
over a fertile, grassy, and nearly level mountain plain.
The North Pass is as as the South—practicable
by any vehicle, in a state of nature, and no obstacle
to the full day’s march of the traveller. Lewis and
Clark made thirty-two miles the day they come
through it, and without being sensible of any essen-
tial rise at the point of separation between the Atlan

'olnticm. After the war of 1812,a far worse fate
| awaited the wesiern posts on the Columbia. A ficti-
| tious restoration of one post was tranacted—10 be ac-
'companied, in the very moment of . he transaction, by
| the surrender of the whole country to the British. |
' say the surrender of the whole ; for nothing less was,
or could be, the effect of a joint use possession between
the weak and the'Strong; between the scattered and
dispersed Ameérigan traders, abandoned by their gov-
ernment, and the organized British companies sup-
poried by theirs! A guarter of a eentury the British

ave held the Colambia, the government doing no-
thiing,  Four years ago the people began to move.—
They-cressed the Rocky mountains ; they liave gone

into 1he tide-water region of the Columbia.—

i'm‘lﬂwwl the aid of government, they are recovering

i

The question of American colonization of the Colum-
bia is settled !
now there, and will stay there.

proceed upon a small one—grow up by degrees—find

of the Colombia and of the Missouri. North
American road to India will be established by the peo-
ple, if not by the government. ‘The rich commeree of
the east will find a new route to the New World, fol-
lowed by the wealth and power which has always at.

what government lost, and renewing the phenomenon | military ch

of mere individunls exploring the bounds of distant | that no remar

| lands, and laying the foundation of distant empircs. | feelings of

The le have settled it ; they are . the night before | 1 ‘ _
| stay then The trade with In- ' sure that he will express his entire disapprobation of

dia will begin. If no more John Jacob Astors shall |it. The *Natives
arise to commence the trade upon a great scale, it will | Jucky interposition

an emporium in the mouth of the Columbia, and are endeavorin
spread itself all over North America, lhron'i‘l;“:he live | palpable.—XN.

The election of the Colonels, Lieutenant-Colonels, and
Mujors of the suid regiments will take place to-morrow :
the manner of conducting which, according to the laws
of the State, will, for general convenience, be communi-
cated through the medium now alopted, during this day.

The rank or number of the regiments will be deter-
mined by the rank of the commandants of the same,
when elected and commissioned.

Given under my hand on this dey and year, and at the
place aloresaid. JAMES WHITCOMB,

Governor of Indiana.

Gexerar Tavior axp tnE PresipExcy.—The
meeting called to nominate Gen. Taylor for the Pre-
sidency proved a complete failure, not more than forty
or fifty persous having attended it. The Hon. Gearge
Folsom, a Native American, Democratic Republican,
Whig ; or something equivalent, was the presiding
genius of the vast assemblage, and he performed the
duties with all the grace and ease of an old veteran in
such service. We have sufficiently testified our re-
spect and esteem for Gen. Taylor in his capacity of a
ief*ain, and we would have it un
k that eould injure him or wound the
his real friends will ever be recorded by
When the news of the silly movement of

our pen, _
- last shall have reached him, we are

" have lost Scott through the un-
of a *hasty plate of soup."
McLean will not be their candidate, and now

to run Gen. Taylor. The trick is
News.

A private letter received in Baltimore from Fort
Brown, states that the General oficer, known to have
been killed in the baitle of Resaca de Ia Pulma, was

General Torrejon.




